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MINUTES OF THE BUDGET COUNCIL MEETING OF SAUGHALL AND 
SHOTWICK PARK PARISH COUNCIL held on 17 January 2011 at the Vernon 
Institute, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor Mrs K Ford  
 Councillor DF Holman (in the Chair) 
 Councillor WI Humphrey 
 Councillor B Kerr 
 Councillor RK Shukla (Part) 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor A Warrington 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young  
 
28. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for authorised absence were received from: 
 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor JG Johnson 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor RA Storrar 
 
 Mr B Salisbury (Internal Auditor) 
 
29. MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
30. TO DETERMINE THE PARISH COUNCIL’S BUDGET FOR MUNICIPAL 

YEAR 2011/2012 AND THE PARISH PRECEPT 
 
 Members referred to the following documents: 
 

• Budget Calculations – Explanatory Notes 
• Draft Budget 2011/2012 prepared by the Finance and General Purposes 

Committee at its meeting on 18 November 2010 
• Parish Council Payments 1 April – 31 December 2010 
• Precept Calculation 2010/11 
• Estimated Expenditure to year-end 31 March 2011 
• Estimated Income to year-end 31 March 2011 
• Proposed Precept Calculation 2011/11 based on a tax base, provided by 

Cheshire West and Chester Council, of 1155.0 which was lower than that 
of the previous year (1168.0) 
This meant that if the Parish Council wished to raise £1000 as a parish 
precept in 2011/12 then this would add 86.6 pence (i.e. £1000/1155 parish 
charge to each Band D property. 

 
 The Council reviewed its Draft Budget contained within the extract of the 

Finance and General Purposes Committee Minute (Minute No. 50/2010 and 
Appendix A to this Minute) giving consideration to each budget head in turn, 
revising those it considered necessary.  The aim was to determine the level of 
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funding required over the next year against each budget head, to decide if any 
new budget heads needed to be included in order to carry out the Council’s 
activities and provide an appropriate level of service both effectively and 
efficiently. 

 
 Consideration was also given to a proposed new temporary one year contract 

for litter picking with Mr R Hipkiss at a cost of approximately £6,500.  This cost 
was for all of the additional litter picking work the Council had already 
determined it required from 1 April 2011 when Cheshire West and Chester 
Council would also be providing some litter picking to an agreed standard.  
(Minute No. 10/2011 refers).  It was noted that Mr Hipkiss had indicated that 
he would not empty any bins but would dispose of all of the litter he collected 
himself.  However, Members agreed that the litter bin in the Golden Jubilee 
Park (land in its ownership) must be included in the temporary contract. 

 
 The Clerk reported that she had put together a funding application for £4,000 

to establish a Community Action Projects (CAP) Team and provided members 
present with a copy of it.  She had made the bid to Cheshire West and 
Chester Councillor RA Storrar requesting funding from his Members’ Budget.  
She proposed that the Parish Council match fund this initiative with a £2,000 
contribution. The Parish Council’s contribution would be used to kick start the 
CAP Fund and if it was successful the Council would need to consider 
whether it wished to continue to provide financial assistance annually 
thereafter.  The Council was requested to support the CAP Team and 
encourage, through its Parish Newsletter and other means, private individuals, 
businesses, developers etc to make donations to the CAP Fund which would 
then be used to finance Saughall community projects and initiatives, on a 
match funding basis. 

 
 Before, finalising the budget Members gave consideration to how much could 

be included in it so that Saughall and Shotwick Park Parish Council taxpayers 
would contribute exactly the same amount to finance the Parish precept as it 
had in the current 2010/11 Financial Year.  The amount was £62,796 against 
a revised draft budget of £60,980 and it was proposed that the difference of 
£1,816 could be added to the Play Equipment (rolling replacement 
programme).  This proposal was put to the vote and Councillors Mrs K Ford, 
DF Holman, WI Humphrey, B Kerr, Mrs JE Storrar, A Warrington and Mrs JM 
Young voted in favour of it.  Councillor Mrs D Whitton voted against the 
proposal and requested that a named vote be recorded in the Minutes. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That 
 

(1) the Parish Council’s budget for the Municipal Year 2011/12 be agreed as 
set out in Appendix A; 

 
(2) the Clerk be requested to inform Cheshire West and Chester Council that 

this Council requires a parish precept of £51,432 (precept calculation set 
out in Appendix B); and 
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(3) the Clerk be requested to award the Council’s temporary one year litter 
picking contract to run from 1 April 2011 to 31 March 2012 to Mr R Hipkiss 
in the sum of £125 per week on the understanding that it includes the 
emptying of the litter bin in the Golden Jubilee Park, three times a week. 
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